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<Abstract>

Park Jeong-woon. 2000. Categorization and Linguistics.
Korean Semantics, 7. This study examines the development
and characteristics of prototype theory and discusses how
cognitive linguistics incorporates prototype theory. It first
presents how categories are characterized in the classical
theory of categorization. It then discusses three phases of
the development of prototype theory: pre-Rosch, Rosch, and
post-Rosch. In the first phase, many studies such as
Wittgenstein (1953) and Berlin & Kay (1969) show that the
classical theory is wrong. In the second phase, Rosch shows
in a series of experiments that prototype effects are real and
contributes greatly to the development of prototype theory.
In the third phase, research on categorization centers on the
causes of prototype effects and category structure. This
study then argues that linguistic theory must be compatible
with what the research on categorization has discovered,
because linguistic categories show prototype effects like
general categories.
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